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1 |The research context

x EIP AGRI (European Innovation Partnership on agricultural productivity
and sustainability) and related initiatives, such as Operational Groups

1. Relies on multi-actors networking - farmers, researchers, advisers,
others

2. Grounds on the innovation system approach, which envisages
Innovation as an outcome of interactive collective learning processes,
involving heterogeneous actors and multiple sources of knowledge

x The link between networking behaviour and innovative performance is
well-established (business literature)

x The idea underpinning EIP-AGRI of linking producers and users of
knowledge and promoting their interaction around problem-solving is well
grounded on the evidence provided by the 61 n n o vsaytsit oesms
related literature.
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2 | Research gaps and paper goals

C Evidence gaps that matter to the implementation of the EIP-AGRI
activities comprise the lack of knowledge regarding the Dbest-fitted
network configuration for different farming systems and farming styles,
and the nature and effectiveness of a facilitator function and role to
bridge communication between researchersand farmers

1. to present the configuration of the Portuguese Cluster of Small
Fruits, by describing its structure, content and dynamics as learning
and innovation network

2. to discuss how the originality of this network regarding its
Inclusiveness might be kept in its future development in spite of the
tensions evidenced towards the segregation of different groups of
farmers.
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3 |Data collection and analysis

A Case study approach, with 3 phases

1.

Exploratory research to understanding and mapping the actors of the
Portuguese small fruit sector by conducting a collection and
systematization of the latest news and events, direct observations and
participation of the research team in some of those events (meetings,
workshops, among others);

Exploratory -descriptive approach to gather information about
the structure, content and dynamics of the network was done using
Interviews guides applied through personal interviews

- the sample selection was random: dacilitatorsé (3), &uppliers of
knowledged(9), and small farmers ( 6 k n o wderaathdgrsd (24).

To carry on the analysis of social network , supporting the flow of
Information in the process of creating, sharing and storing
knowledge , Social Network Analysis (SNA) methodology was adopted.
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4 |The berries sector in Portugal

A Novel and exponentially growing sector: from a few hectares in 2009 to
thousands in 2016

r

A The berries cultivation has been initiated in Portugal in the nineties, there
was a group that continued the crop, located in the Southern that has
created, converted and stored local-specific knowledge ( 0 pi o
producer so)

A Since 2009, driven by the economic crisis and young unemployment it
generated, agricultural sector experienced an exponential demand from
Oy oudrmg meld @ lessyears old) benefiting from the RDPmeasures

A In the CentralNorthern local authorities envisaged this 6 y o U mmg me
demand as an opportunity to counter depopulation and land
abandonment

A They enhanced and supported the sector organization at this region
aiming at to attract young farmers
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4.1 |The berries sector in Portugal

Geographical dichotomy:
Experienced vs. Inexperienced
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5|The Small Fruits Cluster (SFC)

A A broad network, horizontal nationwide, encompassing multiple
purposes and actors, with a national scale and sectoral scope.

A Was created in 2013, resorting to public funds (to agglomeration
economies).

A 1t is led by a sectoral association, which is the main network facilitator

along with other three partners (public and private R&D
organisations).

A Its major concern is to ensure the s e ¢ t oompefitiveness and
sustainability.
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5|The Small Fruits Cluster (SFC) T Actors and roles

Actors Description of their role in small fruit sector

Independent producers Production
Berry production, harvest and/or trade

Private companies Storage, processing and transformation

Micro Advisory services (technical support, accounting, marketing, certification) supply

SME Advisory services supply for application to PRODER incentives, direct payment, p
instdlation

Producer groups Berry production, harvest and trade

Cooperatives Knowledge transfer (creation, storage, conversion and sharing)

Supply of advisory services (technical support, accounting, marketing, certification)
Berry harvest and trade

Farmer associations Support and sectoral promotion
Promotion and support of knowledge creation and exchange
Sectoral associations Support and sectoral promotion
Internationalization and innovation promotion
R&D public institutions Knowledge creatiorstorage, conversion and sharing
R&D private institutions Knowledge creation, conversion and sharing
Local governments Supporting and encouraging enterprising farmers (land banks, business incu

licensing new projects), territorial marketing
Providing support to project installation management and technical advice

Public regional advisory agencie Knowledge transfer (creation, storage, conversion and sharing)
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5|The Small Fruits Cluster (SFC) 1 Groups of actors

1. Core group with four organizations (1 FBO, 2 R&D, 1 FBOG
Internationalisation promoter; that coordinates the network and includes
their key facilitators.

2. Independent producers, producer groups, small and medium firms of
producers and others, cooperatives, farmer associations, private advisors,
project developers and up and downstream firms, among others
(knowledge and information supply)

3. Inexperienced producers (this is the largest group, with hundreds of
producers, although not all of them participate in CSFactivities, they are
the demanders for information and skill)

4. The local governments and local development associations of central-
northern region (enablers and supporters).
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5|The SFCT Network interactions
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5|The SFCT Knowledge network actors interaction

CFSnetwork interactions according to the categories of actors
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5|The SFCT Spatial configuration
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