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Presentation of cases studies 

Up-coming events 
 
The interest in the SUFISA-workshop at the IFSA conference 2016 has resulted in 11 

papers that will be published as proceedings of the conference. The SUFISA Workshop, 

called Exploring farmers' conditions, strategies and performances, takes place on Wed-

nesday 13
th 

of July at Harper Adams University. The workshop will be coordinated by 

Prof Erik Mathijs. 
For more information : http://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/events/ifsa-conference/ 

Meetings 
The next project meeting will take place at Harper University, UK (11— 12 July 2016). 
 
Focus of the project work in 2016 
All teams have started the case study work in cooperation with practitioners and  
stakeholders. 
 
 
National Round Tables 
All teams are establishing National Round Tables that will meet on a yearly basis and 
operate as both follow-up committees and ambassadors of the SUFISA project.  
The European Round Table was set for the 19

th
 of May. However, we had to cancel the 

meeting and plan to organize a time for open dialogue in Brussels in the fall of 2016. 



 
Arable crops 
Arable crops are mainly strategic cash crops for farmers’ income. Productive, marketing 

and export capacities in the sector are well-developed and, in the case of small farmers, 

also generate positive local development effects. However, controversial developments 

have affected the producers of cereal crops: the on-going farm concentration process; 

competition for land between grain and energy crop producers; increasing demand for the 

agro-ecological management of large farms; unstable weather conditions and climatic 

change issues.  
The case of wheat will be examined in Poland, Serbia and Latvia. The French team will 

focus on cereals, as a whole. Belgium will study sugarbeet production and markets, while 

Germany will analyse the context of oilseed rape production.  

Dairy 
The EU produces 157 million tons annually, which accounts for about 21 % of global pro-

duction. As of January 1st 2015, the EU suspended its quota policy, thereby cancelling its 

limits on production. This is expected to increase production and perhaps reduce milk 

prices. The issues of dairy price develpments became a key topic for the farming industry 

as well as the society in general.  
Milk has been selected as a case study in Latvia, UK, France and Denmark. Feta will be a 

case study in Greece. 

Fruit  
Europe encourages fruit growers to join producer organisations (POs). These receive 

support for implementing operational programmes based on a national strategy. Key chal-

lenges of fruit production in Europe are market structures and environmental impacts due 

to e.g. irrigation issues and pesticide use.  
Apples are the subject of the case study in Poland, while pears have been selected for 

Italy. In Belgium, both the context of apple and pear production will be studied. Raspber-

ries are the case study selected for Serbia. 

Meat  
The meat sector is one of the most important sectors in European Union (EU) agriculture 

in terms of both demand and supply. Together the four main meat types — beef and veal, 

pig, poultry, and sheep/goat — account for one quarter of the total value of agricultural 

production. 
We selected the case of extensive beef production in the silvo-pastoral systems 

(Montados) of Central Alentejo (Portugal), while intensive poultry production will be stu-

died in Denmark. 



Aquaculture 
European aquaculture farms produce fresh-water fish, salt-water fish, and molluscs. They 

also produce small quantities of crustaceans and seaweed. Aquaculture is a key compo-

nent of both the Common Fisheries Policy and the Blue Growth agenda.  
Germany will focus on traditional trout and carp farming, as well as intensive aquaculture 

systems. In Italy, the focus will be on mussels. Mussels are a seasonal product and expe-

rience some problems related to the fragmentation of the supply chain due to the lack of 

solid organization among producers. Sustainability issues related to mussel cultivation 

relate to sanitary conditions due to poor water quality and pollution.  

Wine   
Wine production is characterised by a high rate of return and risk due to high exposure to 

price volatility, and weather conditions. Furthermore, grapevine producers have diversified 

profiles: from very small farms to very large farms; from semi-subsistence farms to 

“Multinational farms” exporting the larger share of production.  
We will focus on grapevine production in Tuscany. Tuscany is one of the largest wine 

producers in Italy and in the EU. Tuscan wine production includes two of the most traded 

wine with the label of Protected Denomination of Origin (PDO): Chianti and Montepulcia-

no.  

Olives  
Intensive Olive oil production is selected as case study for Southern and Central Alentejo 

(Portugal). The production of olives in the Alentejo region is a traditional crop, but so far it 

has been mainly based on extensive rain-fed production. The recent availability of water 

for irrigation from the Alqueva reservoir (largest in Europe) has made it possible to in-

crease radically the area of intensive and super-intensive olive groves, shifting the produc-

tion system and the whole supply chain. Whilst a number of the production units have 

been kept as family farms, a boom in large enterprises, with large scale production, strong 

financialisation, and direct orientation to global markets is currently occurring. 

Fisheries  
As a source of protein, fishery products are an important part of a healthy diet. The EU 

fisheries production accounted for just over 5% of the total production worldwide in 2011, 

a decrease compared to previous years, and the EU is only 45% self-sufficient in fishery 

products.  Most EU catches come from the Atlantic, whereas the Mediterranean contribu-

tes 9,6% to the total production of EU fisheries.  
Fishery case studies have been selected in Greece, UK and Italy. 

Partners of the Horizon2020 project SUCCESS and SUFISA cooperate closely in the de-

velopment of the fishery and aquaculture case studies. The outcomes of SUCCESS will 

include scientific support to European seafood producers, will produce a clear and state of 

the art view of the current and future of the value chain, and will provide reliable usable 

tools for planning and development of seafood products by taking global drivers of seafood 

supply and demand into account. Boom and bust cycles will be addressed and specific 

research undertaken to avoid such negative market-based impacts to the industry in the 

future. SUCCESS is a Blue Growth project with 24 international partner organisations run-

ning from 2015 to 2018. (http://www.success-h2020.eu) 



Project coordination 
University of Leuven, Division of Bioeconomics 
 
Project coordinator: Prof Erik Mathijs 
Project management: Tessa Avermaete (tessa.avermaete@kuleuven.be)                                              

www.sufisa.eu 

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 635577.  

Project flyers in national languages 
For more information on the project work in the countries, please download the national flyers from 

our project website or the partner institutes‘ homepages. 
 
Next SUFISA-Newsletter 
Newsletter 4 will present the outcomes of the media analysis and research on market and regulatory 

conditions. Furthermore, we will present some of researchers involved in the consortium.   

Map of selected case studies 


